Chapter I
THE CHARTER OF AGRICULTURE
I.  General Enactments
/TIKE departments of the Secretariate of State for Agriculture
JL were organized by a law published on August 22, 1940; the
supply departments were separated from them subsequently, and
then were attached to them once again, for Vichy is not particularly
consistent in its ideas.
The Departmental Chambers of Agriculture are to be replaced
by Regional Chambers made up half of representatives of the
Union regionak corporative and half of persons appointed by the
Secretary of State (Law of December 2, 1940), which involves the
suppression of elections (Law published March 16, 1941), The
role of these Chambers is to bring about improvements in technical
methods and methods of production. The Assembly of Presidents
of Chambers of Agriculture was dissolved (Law of December 2,
1940) and replaced by a Provisional Liquidating Committee (Order
of March 22, 1941).
The whole of the vocational agricultural organization has been
reconstructed on a pretended corporative model (see Section I).
All agricultural friendly societies have been grouped together into
a Federation corporative de la mutualite agricole (Order published on
June 20, 1941).
A law of April 5, 1941, transferred the whole social legislation
for agriculture to the Secretary of State for Agriculture. This
measure should allow the condition of the agricultural worker to
be dissociated from that of the town worker. The new agri-
cultural social legislation will be essentially on the basis of the
family; the number of paid workers, already low, will be still
farther reduced; small farmers must no longer be worse off than
paid farm workers (Statement of the Secretary of State for Agri-
culture on April 23, 1941).
II.  Special Regulations
i. WHEAT AND OTHER CEREALS
It is interesting to note that on the eve of the harvest of 1940
there were large surplus stocks of wheat in the free fcone, but they
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